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Briefs from Brent

Filled with hate, ignorant of truth, lacking in faith, and void of righteousness the Jews  had 

plotted to kill Jesus. Rome took ownership of their plot and made a statement of  their authority 

in the act of crucifixion. In the course of less than twenty-four hours Jesus was arrested, accused, 

lied about, endured six mock trials, cursed, beaten, and in humiliation crucified naked before the

viewing world. As the sun made its downward turn, he breathed his last and hung dead on the cross.

As the dark of evening approached there emerged from the shadows a servant named Joseph who

was from the town of Arimathea. 

Some refer to Joseph as a secret disciple of Jesus. But his thoughts regarding Jesus were not that

secret. The gospel writers tell us that he was a member of the council, “a good and righteous man”

who was himself “searching for the kingdom of God”. If his attitude regarding Jesus was private it lost

its privacy when in a council meeting he refused to consent to the majority opinion to work toward the

demise of Jesus.  

Joseph did not have the power to stop the violent death of Jesus. He lacked adequate information

about the meaning of the event. But he had enough theological understanding of the significance of

Jesus and enough admiration for Jesus to serve him by administering proper burial.

We think of servants being poor but Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man. One does not need to be

rich to be of service to the Lord. But we are to use whatever means we have to serve the Lord and His

cause. If we have great means we are called upon to use those means to advance the kingdom and

minister unto people. “To whom much is given, much is expected.”

Joseph was a servant with courage. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was a

weak ruler, so we might think that did not take much courage. Under Roman law the body of someone

who had been executed was considered state property. Pilate could grant that body to anyone he so

desired. Or he could refuse to relinquish the body to anyone. In such cases the bodies might be

thrown into the nearby garbage dump and burned or at best buried as a pauper in the local potter’s

field. Joseph took the risk of requesting the body from Pilate. But his real act of courage was that he,

a member of the council, was identifying himself with Jesus. He risked being ostracized by his faith

community. He risked trouble with the government. He risked losing business and position. 

Joseph was a rich man but he was not afraid of difficult work. He engaged in the gruesome task of

taking the tortured body of Jesus down from the cross. He purchased a new linen shroud and with the

help of Nicodemus prepared the mangled body of Jesus for burial. Joseph had a heart willing to

sacrifice. He took Jesus and laid him in his own tomb that had been freshly cut of the rock nearby. This

was the tomb Joseph of had built for his own burial. It had never been used. But now it had been

defiled with the body of one who had been executed as a criminal. 

In reality Joseph’s tomb was occupied by the one who bore the richness of heaven, the richest of the

rich. But Paul reminds us that for the sake of our salvation Jesus “became poor, so that you by his

poverty might become rich” (II Cor. 8:9). At the time of his burial Jesus had become the poorest of the

poor, stripped of all his wealth by the weight of our sins. Yet by the sovereignty of God and because

of Joseph’s servant heart he lay in a rich man’s tomb awaiting the day of resurrection when all the

richness of heaven would be restored to him.
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What's Happening in GWBA
T

Save this date. The Annual Meeting of the Greater Wabash

Baptist Association will be Sunday September 19 at the Wayne

City Baptist Church. Details are forthcoming but the plan is to

meet at 3:30 PM for the first session and then have an evening

session beginning around 6:00 PM.

Meet Illinois Church Planters
- Jacob and Makenzie Goble -

Thursday, March 25 
at 6:30 PM 

 
This GWBA Meeting will be held at

First Baptist Church in Fairfield

One of the joys of being the AMS is that I get to meet people
and see what God is doing in their lives. I met Jacob at GWBA
church camp a few years ago. He was there with his youth
group from First Baptist Church Casey. He served as our
camp pastor one year and did a marvelous job. Through
these times Jacob told me his story of how he had come to
Christ. I learned that he was from West Salem and that his
wife Makenzie had grown up in the Samaria Baptist Church.
Jacob indicated that his ultimate goal was to plant a church
and that he was praying about where that would be and
when it would take place. Through God’s grace and guidance
Jacob and Makenzie have discovered that place and the
avenue by which to do it. This June they will begin working
toward planting a church in Lebanon, IL. They are coming to
share their story with our association and help us understand
how we can pray and partner with them regarding this new
venture God is calling them to. Plan on coming and bring a
group from your church.

 
GWBA Camp 2021

The GWBA camp will be July 10-17. We do expect to have camp this year. We will do it safely
with whatever mitigation measures are expected of us at that time.  Mark Martin, our Camp
Director should be getting information to you soon regarding registration and cost, etc.



Check Out These Opportunities
T

IBSA "Destination" Vacation Bible School training will be
held at Logan Street Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon on
March 13. Also available this year is free online training
led by the IBSA VBS team. Please check out the IBSA
website for all the details.

Illinois Baptist Women Priority Conference

What is Priority? It is an annual IBSA Women's Conference under the
leadership of Carmen Halsey. It is a time when ordinary women can
come together for a time of encouragement and equipping. It offers
solid Bible teaching, worship, training on special issues facing women
today, and friendships. 

Women, make it a priority to attend!

Priority is April 23-24 with in-person event attendance at First Baptist
Church in O’Fallon. Due to state COVID restrictions, in-person
attendance is limited to 400. In-person registration is $55, including
Priority materials and lunch. The cost to attend online is $30, including
Priority materials which will be shipped to participants, or $15 to
attend online without materials.

Registration is open at IBSA.org/women or contact Aubrey Krol at
AubreyKrol@IBSA.org or 217-391-3138.

 

Did You Know?

Greater Wabash Baptist Association has a website. Have you checked it out?
greaterwabash.org

 
We're also on Facebook.

 



GWBA - March Birthdays and Anniversaries

1      Dennis Seidel (celebrating 12 years at Northside, Grayville)

2     Doug Haile

6     Kenzie Seidel

8     Bill & Theresa McKiddy

13    Derek Ready

16    Derek Ready (celebrating 13 years at Jasper)

19    David Woodruff 

29   Doug Haile (celebrating 6 years at Ten Post Oak)

Baptist Hour
WFIW 1390

Sunday 7:30 - 7:59 a.m.     Monday - Friday 10:06 - 10:20 a.m.

March 2021                Speaker                             Sponsored By

 

1 - 4                           Bill McKiddy                       Friends of the Baptist Hour

Friday 5                     Don Wood                          Friends of the Baptist Hour

Sunday 7                   Troy Shook                         Mt. Zion

8 - 11                          Bill McKiddy                        Friends of the Baptist Hour

Friday 12                    Don Wood                          Olive Branch

Sunday 14                  Garrett Biggerstaff            Pleasant Grove

15 - 18                        Nathaniel Trowbridge         Samaria

Friday 19                    Don Wood                           Arrington Prairie

Sunday 21                 Chad Hershey                     Sims

22 - 25                     Matt Barner                        Keenes

Friday 26                   Don Wood                          Ten Post Oak

Sunday 28                 Brent Cloyd                        Pleasant Hill

29 - April 1                 Brent Cloyd                        North Side; Fairfield




