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Briefs from Brent

In a quick short sentence Jesus told His disciples “You are the light of

the world” (Matt. 5:14). Elsewhere Jesus declared of Himself   "I am

the light of the world” (John 8:12). John the Baptist (John 1:4-8)

proclaimed that life was found in Jesus and this life was the light of

men. That light that was in Jesus dispelled darkness and no amount of

darkness could overcome it. John knew that he was not light but that

his mission was to bear witness about the light that was Jesus.

When Jesus told His disciples that they were “the light of the world” he

was not indicating that there was a self-generated light within them.

He was telling them they were to bear the light and share the light that

He had put into their souls. It is a missionary light! It is not a light that

is to be reserved for just some people but it is a light that is be

illumined into all the world. It is not a light that is to be hidden. In fact,

it cannot be hidden. Light is something that no matter how much we

seek to dim it will by its very nature shine through the crevices and be a

beacon that others will see. Jesus is telling us to remove the shade

from our light and let it be useful to all the house. As a missionary light

it is not just to benefit those of our household but it is a light that

shines so that others may see. The light of God that is within us is to

identify us a Disciples of Jesus but more importantly it is to point

people to Jesus and give glory to our Father who is in heaven.

We live in an especially dark time. Doubt and fear and worry and

uncertainty abound. It is hard to do church the way we are

accustomed to doing church. But the Lord is in control and in His

sovereignty, He could be pushing us to make needed changes. This is

not a time to hid our light. We do not want to let our light glow in a

glaring offensive way. But we need to turn up the wicks of our lamps

and remove the lampshades so that in the darkness of our times

people may see the light that of Jesus that is within us. We are

missionary Baptist! Let us shine the missionary light!
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What's Happening in GWBA 

On Sunday, October 25 the Olive Branch Baptist Church helped
their pastor Steve Hamson celebrate 50 years in the ministry. Steve
is not that all that old he just got started early. He began preaching
at the age of 16. Over that period of time he has served 6 different
churches as pastor and for a number of years served as the
Director of Missions of the Goshen Trail Baptist Association. The
church had a special service with lots of photos and reminiscing.
The church enjoyed a meal together and afterwards there were lots
of pictures. Pictured are Steve with his wife Jeannie and their four
boys and their wives and children and grandchildren. Pictured also
are Steve’s Mom and Dad and Jeannie’s mom. Congratulations
Steve on 50 years of faithful service.

The 2020 IBSA Annual Meeting will kick off

Wednesday, Nov. 4 at 1 p.m. at Tabernacle

Baptist Church. The meeting, which has been

abbreviated to one day due to COVID-19

limitations, will also be livestreamed on

YouTube. A link to the livestreamed session

will be available at IBSA.org.

IBSA News

A Word from Brent about the Week of Prayer 

It was my privilege to speak to our churches via simulcast this past Sunday
evening October 18. I am grateful for the many churches and individuals
that participated. I am appreciative of Pastor Bennie Tomberlin for
hosting the event at First Baptist Fairfield. Many thanks to Pat Scarbrough
for her technical expertise in videoing and making the event go live. I
think we can look forward to more events of this type.



GWBA - November Birthdays and Anniversaries

1      Ron  & Renee Fellows

2     Stephen Freels (celebrating 6 years at Mt Carmel FBC)

6     Abraham Barner

11     Bennie Tomberlin (celebrating 13 years at Fairfield FBC)

15    Patty (David) Woodruff

16    Genesis Caudill

18    Ed Windland (celebrating 13 years at Arrington Prairie)

23   Joann (Jay) Loucks

29   Troy & Kim Shook

Baptist Hour
WFIW 1390

Sunday 7:30 - 7:59 a.m.     Monday - Friday 10:06 - 10:20 a.m.

November 2020        Speaker                             Sponsored By

Sunday 1                    Chad Hershey                    Sims

2 - 5                          Nathaniel Trowbridge        Samaria

Friday 6                     Don Wood                          Ten Post Oak

Sunday 18                  Brent Cloyd                        Pleasant Hill

9 - 12                         Matt Barner                        Keenes

Friday 13                    Don Wood                          Friends of the Baptist Hour

Sunday 15                 Troy Shook                          Mt. Zion

16 - 19                        Doug Haile                         Ten Post Oak

Friday 20                   Don Wood                          Olive Branch

Sunday 22                Garrett Biggerstaff             Pleasant Grove

23 - 26                     Garrett Biggerstaff             Pleasant Grove

Friday 27                  Don Wood                           Arrington Prairie

Sunday 29                Chad Hershey                     Sims

30 - Dec 3                Bill McKiddy                         Friends of the Baptist Hour




