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Briefs from Brent

We live in discouraging days. I find myself battling with

discouragement even as I seek to encourage others. Paul found himself

in the same dilemma. He was sitting in a Roman prison facing the fate

of execution. But his heart was with the churches and people he had

ministered to. His mind was on the gospel. So in a discouraged state

he took pen and papyrus and wrote words of encouragement and

beseeched his readers to find encouragement in Christ. In Philippians

2:1-2 he writes “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any

comfort from love, any participating in the Spirit, any affection and

sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the

same love, being in full accord and of one mind” (ESV). Paul’s

experience was that encouragement was available in Christ, it just had

to be found. He looked deep into his soul and he discovered the

encouraging presence of Christ and he activated that encouragement

by ministering to people and sharing the gospel with unbelievers. He

encourages his readers to do likewise. Some tight parameters had

been placed on Paul’s ministry but within those parameters he spoke

the truths of the gospel. He encouraged people and called upon them

to comfort one another with the love of Christ and to participate with

one another in the Spirit of Christ showing affection and sympathy to

one another. Paul’s words originally had a small audience. But his

inspired words were found worthy to be a part of the canon of

scripture and they have endured for 2000 years continuing to

encourage and instruct believers like you and I. 

I am certain that Paul was not happy in prison. But he did discover the

joy of the Lord in prison and that gave him strength. He told his readers

that they could increase and complete his joy if they would live and

work together in unity. In acting together in unity they could find joy

also. We need to learn this great truth. Dissension and ill feelings for

one another will produce heartache. But love and unity and focus on

gospel priorities will bring joy. Paul is telling his readers (and we are his

current readers) that if they will have minds focused in unity on the

mission of Christ and hearts filled with love for one another they will

have joy. That joy will encourage them even in the midst of

discouraging times.
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What's Happening in GWBA 

GWBA Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Greater Wabash Baptist Association that was 

scheduled for September 20 has bee canceled. Because of the rising number 

of COVID cases across our area in our Leadership Team did not believe it to be safe or

prudent to gather people  from across the five-counties in which our churches are located.

       
Week of Prayer for Local Baptist Associations

October 18-25 is designated as the week of prayer for local Baptist Associations. The theme of our
prayer emphasis this year is Vision: Fix Your Eyes. We will focus our prayer thoughts around this
verse: “So we do not focus on what is seen, but what is unseen.” 2 Corinthians 4:18 

I am going to prepare a prayer guide and will distribute it to each of our churches and ask them to
copy and distribute the prayer guide to their people in as many means as practical. To begin the
week of prayer for Local Baptist Associations I, as your Associational Mission Strategist, am going to
conduct a prayer simulcast. This prayer simulcast will be at 6:00 PM on Sunday Oct. 25. I will actually
be live at one of our churches leading them in a time of directed prayer and it will be available so
that other churches can actually join online and participate. In doing this I am asking each church to
allow me the opportunity to lead their Sunday evening service. If a church does not have Sunday
evening services people could join as groups or individuals in your homes, etc. I would hope that all
of our pastors and churches would encourage their people to be involved in this. 

These are difficult days. We need more than ever to have a vision for what the Lord is calling us to
do. To fulfill that vision we need to pray! I hope you will join me in prayer on Sunday evening
October 18 at 6:00 PM.

The Mission Illinois offering and prayer focus is scheduled for the second full week in September. Churches

may choose, however, to have a special season for state missions at any time of the year. Some churches

choose to combine the state missions season with local or other missions emphases.

All funds collected for the Mission Illinois Offering (or designated for Mission Illinois by the church) go

toward missions in Illinois. The gifts support the work of IBSA, including church planting, church health and

growth, and a variety of missions works.

IBSA News



Look What's New in GWBA 

The Wayne City Baptist Church will welcome Jay and Joann Loucks as their new pastor

and wife on Sunday, September 6th. They are coming to Wayne City following  a pastorate

in eastern Ohio. Jay and Joann will be moving into a new parsonage that the church has

recently purchased located on the corner of Section Line Road and Mound Street.  

       

Ellis Mound Baptist Church has called Trevor Pasley as

pastor. Trevor and his wife Emily began their ministry at

Ellis Mound on August 23. Their ministry has started out

with a bang. Before they even got started they became

parents of a baby girl named Annabelle. 



GWBA - September Birthdays and Anniversaries

1      Carissa (Dennis) Seidel

1      Andi Kiser

4     Michael & Sara Hallas

10    Sara (Michael) Hallas

13     David & Stevi Smith

15     David Woodruff (celebrating 10 years at Mill Shoals BC)

17     Addison Seidel

21     Nichole Smith

27    Sally Barner

29    Andy Hannaford (celebrating 1 year at Carmi FBC)

Baptist Hour
WFIW 1390

Sunday 7:30 - 7:59 a.m.     Monday - Friday 10:06 - 10:20 a.m.

September 2020     Speaker                             Sponsored By

     Aug. 31 - 3                 Matt Barner                       Keenes

Friday 5                     Don Wood                          Arrington Prairie

Sunday 6                   Chad Hershey                    Sims

7 - 10                         Doug Haile                         Ten Post Oak

Friday 11                     Don Wood                          Ten Post Oak

Sunday 13                  Brent Cloyd                        Pleasant Hill

14 - 17                        Garrett Biggerstaff            Pleasant Grove

Friday 18                    Don Wood                          Friends of the Baptist Hour

Sunday 20                 Troy Shook                          Mt. Zion

21 - 24                       Brent Cloyd                       Friends of the Baptist Hour

Friday 25                   Don Wood                          Olive Branch

Sunday 27                 Garrett Biggerstaff            Pleasant Grove

28 - Oct. 1                 Nathaniel Trowbridge         Samaria




